The Marriage of Claudia Sack Adams and David Paul Waite

Brookside Gardens, Silver Spring, Maryland

October 5, 2003

Greetings and Welcome

We welcome you here today on this very special autumn day.    I am Edwin Waite, Dave’s brother.  To have been asked by Dave and Claudia to perform this most sacred and most profound ceremony is a special honor for me.  Claudia and Dave appreciate that all of you are here to celebrate with them.  They are especially happy that Claudia’s daughter and son, Krysti and David and Dave’s daughter, Kerry are here to participate in this celebration.

Dave and Claudia come together with a shared belief in the one, holy divine source of all life. This ceremony sets forth the commitments Claudia and Dave are to make to one another and conforms to the laws of Montgomery County and the State of Maryland.

Today, Dave and Claudia, you are surrounded by your family and friends, all of whom are gathered to witness your marriage and to share in the joy of this day - one of the most memorable and happy days of your life. We your family and friends are here to support you in your commitment to each other. As we celebrate your relationship we remind ourselves of our vocation to be human, which is to love and serve one another. For in loving each other, we complete the circle of delight.

While you both have shared each other's lives for some time now, you will leave this ceremony in a different state - that of a couple bound together in marriage.  Life will begin anew because what happens here marks a profound change.  This ceremony is more than simply words and ritual and you will know in days, months and years to come that something very special happened here today.

As you know, no minister, no priest, no cleric, no public official can marry you.  Only you can marry yourselves.  By a mutual commitment to love each other, to work toward creating an atmosphere of care and consideration and respect, by a willingness to face the tensions and anxieties that underlie human life, you can make your wedded life come alive.

On this, the day of your marriage, you stand somewhat apart from all other human beings.  You stand within the charmed circle of your love; and this is as it should be.

Love can be one of the highest experiences that comes to humankind.  At its best it reduces our selfishness and makes life far more meaningful.  The real meanings of marriage lie far beyond the accomplishment specific day-to-day tasks.  Through marriage, each of you is invited to develop your highest spiritual self and join in a love with one another that becomes transcendent.

But love is not meant to be the possession of two people alone.  Rather, it should serve as a source of common energy, as a form in which you find the strength to live your lives with courage.  Out of the abundance of that love, you each will enjoy the freedom to share your love with family and friends and the community.

From this day onward, you must come closer together than ever before. Yes, you must love one another in sickness and in health, for better and for worse, but at the same time your love should give you the strength to stand apart; to seek out your unique, individual destinies; to make your own special contribution to the world which is always part of each us and to the community in which you live.

The Declaration

Dave and Claudia, you are about to make solemn promises.

Do you come before this gathering of friends and family to proclaim your love for each other?

We do.

Do you promise to give yourselves to each other in fidelity, honoring this relationship with full commitment and respect for each other?

We do.

Will you do all in your power to make your life together a witness to the love of God in the world?

We will.

The Charge To The Community

We, family and friends, are here today not only as witnesses to this ceremony, but also to pledge our support to Dave and Claudia and to renew our commitment to love one another.

Will you, gathered here today, do all in your power to support and strengthen Claudia and Dave in the days ahead?

We will.

Will you continue to be open to the generosity and hospitality that emanates from a loving community?

We will.

Love is a cycle of holding and binding and breaking and letting go.  Dave and Claudia, may you know the depth and joy and passion that come only through love.  May you listen to each other and be tenderhearted, kind and wise in your daily life together.  And May your commitment to one another be sanctified by the shared experiences which shape your destinies.

The Readings

Bible readings:  Fran Fredrick and Esther Northman

Solo:  On Eagle’s Wings:  Bobbi Frolik, piano

A reading:  Love is a Special way of Feeling: Renée Sack

The Promises
Claudia and Dave, please join hands and face each other and pledge your vows to one another.

Dave:

I give to you my pledge

That I will be with you

Heart to heart,

Life to life;

Shared -

in love,

for love,

by love.

Fully and freely,


I give myself,

And honestly, openly,


I accept your life
  
to be a part of me.

I accept you as you are, and as you will be,
throughout our lifetime.

I dedicate myself to be with you

for all that you are.

I am your friend in heart


And will support you always
       in both good times and tough times,


        Emotionally,


        Physically, and


        Spiritually.

My life of light is blessed with what we create together now: in each present moment.

Our life together is the fulfillment of a promise by faith

in the past.

It is the gift of love

in the present.

It is for me, the hope of continued joys

yet to be.

I give to you my heart’s love – as me.

Claudia:

I pledge to you that I will be with you heart to heart, life to life, shared in love, for love, by love.

I will cherish and respect you.  I will listen to you when you speak, laugh with you often, cry with you when you are moved, and encourage you in times of doubt. 

I will strive to be tenderhearted and kind to you, and to forgive you, as I hope to be forgiven.

I will be with you through life’s changes; I will walk beside you, hand in hand, through the ups and downs of life’s pathways.  I will nurture your growth and dreams as well as our growth, dreams and love.  I will treasure you and be proud to be your companion, wife and best friend.
The Rings    [May we have the rings, please.]
You have chosen to exchange rings as symbols of your vows.  To bestow a ring is to transfer power and join individuals.  Your vows are sealed within the strength and protection of the circle.  These wedding bands bind you to a new state of union, completeness and fulfillment.  Such a love has no beginning and no end, no giver and no receiver.

Dave:

To love and be loved is life’s enhancement of being. / I give to you this ring as a symbol of my love, / that you may wear it with love and joy / and always feel lifted within.

Claudia:

To love and be loved is life’s enhancement of being. / I give to you this ring as a symbol of my love, / that you may wear it with love and joy / and always feel lifted within.

[Unity Candle: Dave and Claudia now light the one candle.]

Family Flower Ritual

[The Maid of Honor and the Best Man now hand a flower to Dave and Claudia.]

Claudia and Dave hold flowers which represent their individual lives. Each now places the flower in this vase as a symbol of readiness to move forward as husband and wife with their families.

Likewise, their children and families will do the same.  As each individual flower complements the others without diminishing its own beauty, so may this new family be created.

Choral group:  When I Fall in Love, It Will be Forever.
[During the music, each family member places a flower in the vase, in the following order:

Claudia and Dave / Krysti / Kerry / David / Bob & Gwen / Renée / Edwin & Davidson]
Just as individual flowers have formed this lovely floral arrangement, in this marriage, two families have joined together to form a new unit, a partnership in which each may give of him or herself without losing that which makes each one unique in all the world.

Hopes of the Community

Claudia and Dave, I should like at this time to speak of the things which all of us wish for you.  We celebrate with you and are happy that your love has brought you and us to the joyous occasion of your marriage.

First, we wish for you a love that makes both of you better people, a love that continues to give you joy and a zest for living, a love that provides you with energy to face the responsibilities of life.

We wish you a home - not only a structure in which to live - but an island of sanity and serenity in a frenzied world and a temple wherein the values of your life are generated and upheld.  We hope that your home stands as a symbol of humans living together in love and peace, seeking truth and demanding social justice.  We hope that your home encompasses the beauty of nature - that it has within it the elements of simplicity, exuberance, beauty, silence, color and a concordance with the rhythms of life. We wish for you a home with books and poetry and music and art - a home with all those things which represent the highest striving of men and women.

We wish for you that your families will lovingly come together, not as an economic unit but as a transcendent force which brings people close in time of joy and in time of need, yet at the same time, encourages each member to seek his or her own path and destiny.

Finally, remember that the best relationship is one in which your love for each other exceeds your need for each other.

Choral Group:  Annie’s Song.

Blessing

This is a moment of celebration; it is also a moment of dedication. Love calls upon us, not only for the sake of our beloved, but also in the service of love itself, to constantly expand beyond our perceived limits, to become the person you were created to be.

The world does a good job of reminding us of how fragile we are.  Individuals are fragile: relationships are fragile too.  Every marriage needs the love, nurture and support of a network of friends and family.  On this wedding day, I ask all of you assembled here today not only to be friends of Dave and Claudia, but also to be friends of Claudia and Dave together: friends of the relationship.

In the moment of silence that follows, I ask each of you, in your own way, to confer a silent prayer, blessing, wish or hope upon this wedding and on Dave and Claudia.   [A moment of silence.]
Creator and lover of the world, we offer to you today the lives of Dave and Claudia, their words and deeds, their hopes and fears, and their love for each other.  Accept them as they are. Make them what they shall be.  And enable them to be a sign of your presence in the world.

Dave and Claudia may the love you have found grow in meaning and strength until its beauty is shown to all as a common devotion - compassionate and life affirming.  May the flow of your love help brighten the face of the Earth.  May the source of all love touch and bless you both and each of us with vitality, inspiration, and courage.

The blessing of the Source of life, whose love brought you to birth, be with you this day.

The blessing of the Transcendent and Holy One, whose love transforms our living and reconciles us to the divine and to one another, be with you always.

The blessing of God, whose love inspires your love, fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace, that you may live faithfully together, and in the age to come.  Amen.

Choral Group:  Al Shlosha D’Varim.

The world is sustained by three things, 
by truth, by justice, and by peace.

Claudia and Dave, you have consented together in marriage and have vowed your love for one another in our presence.  By virtue of the authority vested in me, but most of all by the power of your own love, I pronounce you husband and wife.

You may now kiss the Bride.

I am pleased to introduce Dave and Claudia, husband and wife.

Closing Announcement:

Dave and Claudia appreciate your being here to celebrate their marriage.  As a thank you gift to you, they have arranged for the photographer to take your picture.  Framed photos will be mailed to you with Claudia and Dave’s gratitude for your support and friendship.  So, please go to the photographer now, before you move on to cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at the Reception Hall.
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